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Fourth Grade Lesson #7 Rev. 12-04 Tolerance and Diversity

ROOTS AND WINGS

FOURTH GRADE

LESSON SEVEN

Rev 12/04

I. Review (1 minute)

A. Ask students to take out their R&W folders and put on their nametags.

B. Remind students that last time you were together, they: 

· Talked about judging books (people) by their cover (how they look on the outside).

· Learned that there is much more to a person than what we may see on the outside.

· Made books showing how they think people see them on the outside and what people don’t know about them (the inside).

II. Overview (<1 minute)

A. Tell the students that today we will discuss the consequences of acting on stereotypes see how easy it is to prove stereotypes are false.

III. Program (32 minutes)

A. Read The Three Astronauts by Umberto Eco and Eugenio Carmi up to and including the page where the Martian first appears before them (the page ends with the sentence “But the Earthlings didn’t understand him and believed he had uttered a war growl”.  STOP HERE and ask students the following questions:

· Why did the three astronauts not trust each other at first? (They didn’t understand each other’s language and thought that each other were peculiar).  

· Why did this change?  What made them decide to become friends? (They realized that they weren’t so different after all.  They shared the same feelings). 

· What did the astronauts think of the Martian? (That he was ugly and anyone that ugly had to be bad.  They couldn’t understand his language and thought that he was uttering a war growl).
· How does this compare with the way the astronauts felt about each other at first?  (Similar.  They didn’t trust each other because they couldn’t understand each other).
· Discuss the idea that “he was ugly and that anyone that ugly had to be bad”.  Why is this statement not true?  (“Ugly” is a personal opinion, based on each person’s values, what each person perceives as beautiful or good looking.  To another Martian, this Martian might be considered quite good-looking).

B. Tell students that they are going to play a game.  They will be split up into teams (6 teams of 5-6 people each).  Each team will randomly select a statement (a stereotype) you will provide and have 5 minutes to come up with as many ways to show that the statement is false.  For example, if the stereotype they select is “All doctors make a lot of money”, they might come up with “doctors who work in free clinics don’t make a lot of money”, or “doctors have a lot of expenses – nurses, receptionists, office space, equipment, etc., that they have to pay out).  Maybe someone on the team might know a doctor (a friend, a relative, etc.), that doesn’t make a lot of money.  

· Break the class up into 6 teams (5 teams will have 5 people, and 1 team will have 6 people).  Assign a person on each team to take notes and present their team’s findings.  

· Ask a member of each team to randomly pick a stereotype out of a bag.  This is the stereotype that they will prove false.

· Give each team 5 minutes to discuss and write down as many reasons or examples that prove the stereotype is false.

· At the end of 5 minutes have the representative from each team read their findings.  Ask the class if they can come up with any other reasons or examples that prove the stereotype is false.  

· Compliment each team on their work.  Optional:  award students with a small treat or a warm fuzzy for bursting the stereotypes.

IV. Evaluation (10 minutes)

A.  Ask students to think about the story they were listening to about the 3 astronauts and the Martian. What do you think will happen if the astronauts act on the stereotype they have of the Martian (Start a fight, and maybe escalate to war.  Waste an opportunity to make a new friend). 

B.  What do they think the astronauts should do? (Not assume the Martian is bad just because of how he looks.  Remember how they first felt about each other, and how they were wrong.  Try to find a way to communicate with the Martian).
C. What are some of the good things that might happen if the astronauts decide not to act on the stereotype they have of the Martian? (They might make a new friend.  The Martian may teach them things they didn’t know – the cure for cancer, etc.  The Martian may introduce them to other beings from Mars or other planets.  Humans may learn that they are not alone in the Universe)
D. Read the rest of the story.

V. Summary (1 minute)

Stereotyping is wrong and destructive.  When we act on a stereotype, we prevent ourselves from experiencing new things, making new friends and appreciating and enjoying the differences in each other.  Thank students for showing you how easy it is to break through stereotypes.  


Lesson Purpose
Students will learn to question stereotypes before acting on them.

Objectives:

1. The students will listen to a story that illustrates stereotyping.

2. The students will practice disproving stereotypes.

3. The students will see the destructiveness of acting on stereotypes.

4. Students will learn the benefits of seeing through stereotypes instead of acting on them.

PF Lesson Prep

· Check out the book The Three Astronauts by Umberto Eco and Eugenio Carmi from the Roots and Wings Library.

· Bookmark the page in the book where the three astronauts FIRST MEET THE MARTIAN.

· Cut out the stereotype statements at the back of this lesson plan and place in a bag or hat.

· Optional:  make warm fuzzies or purchase small treat.

Lesson Material Required

1. The book, The Three Astronauts, with a bookmark on the page where the astronauts FIRST MEET THE MARTIAN.

2. Stereotype statements in a bag or hat.

3. Optional:  Warm fuzzies or small treat.

PF Reference Sheet for Group Activity 

(Suggestions for helping students disprove the stereotype statements).

Statement #1:  Women/girls like cooking more than men/boys do.
· Do you know any dads/men/boys who like to cook?

· Do you know any moms/women/girls who don’t like to cook?

· Are there many men chefs (i.e. Emeril Lagasse, Wolfgang Puck, etc.)?  Do you think they like to cook? 

Statement #2:  Tall people are good basketball players.

· Do you know any tall people who don’t play basketball or don’t like to play basketball?

· Do you think that all tall people athletic?

Statement #3:  “Cool” kids are stuck up.

· Do you know any “cool” kids that are friendly?

· Do you have any friends that are cool?  Are they stuck up?

Statement #4:  Kids who read enough books to be thought of as “bookworms” are quiet and shy.

· Do you know any kids who like to read that are not shy or quiet?

Statement #5:  Boys are better at sports than girls.

· Do you think that all boys are good at sports?

· Do you know any girls that are good at sports?

· Do you know of some girls at school that are better at certain sports than some boys?

Statement #6:  Girls make better babysitters than boys. 

· What makes a good babysitter?  Are these things a boy can’t do, but a girl can?

· Do you know any boys that are good babysitters?

· Do you know any girls that are not good babysitters?
Stereotype Statements for Group Activity 

(Cut and have each team randomly select one).


Statement #1:  Women/girls like cooking more than men/boys do.


Statement #2:  Tall people are good basketball players.


Statement #3:  “Cool” kids are stuck up.


Statement #4:  Kids who read enough books to be thought of as “bookworms” are quiet and shy.


Statement #5:  Boys are better at sports than girls.


Statement #6:  Girls make better babysitters than boys. 
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