
AUTISM ADVISORY COMMITTEE
PARENT SURVEY

RESULTS  MAY 2006

TOTAL NUMBER OF SURVEYS RETURNED: 41

PROFILE
Child's Grade Level: Pre. - 5 K - 4 1st -  5 2nd - 8 3rd 
- 3 4th - 4

5th - 3 6th - 1 7th - 2 8th - 2
9th - 0

10th - 2 11th - 2 12th - 0

School: 38 in SJUSD schools 1 in County program 1 in private preschool 1 unknown
Schools attending: Booksin - 3 Carson - 11 Empire Gardens - 1 Hacienda -  3 Reed - 1

Schallenberger - 3 Terrell -  5 Willow Glen Elem. - 3 Bret Harte - 1
Castillero - 2 Willow Glen Middle - 2 Leland - 1 Lincoln - 1
Pioneer - 1

Support Services: OT - 27 Speech - 39 ABA - 10 RSP - 4 APE 
- 4

SDC - 2 1:1 Aide - 4 

Please rate the following statements using this scale:

                          1         2           3            4          5
                       /         /           /            /           /

     Strongly Disagree       Neutral        Strongly Agree

School/Class/Program

1. My child is learning in his/her program.  Average: 3.9

                1 - 1        2 - 4           3 - 10            4 - 10          5 - 16
        

2. My child looks forward to going to school.  Average:  3.7

               1 - 3        2 -  4           3 - 10            4 - 10         5 - 14
        

3. There is a good communication system between myself and my child's teacher.  Average:  3.8

             1 - 3         2 - 3           3 - 8            4 - 12          5 - 15
        
4. The classroom has the right number of staff-to-child ratio. Average:  3.85

 1 -  3         2 -  3          3 - 7           4 - 11          5 - 16



        

5.  My child’s IEP is being followed.  Average:  3.67

  1 - 3         2 - 3           3 - 12            4 - 8          5 - 14
6.  I have had an opportunity to be an active part of the IEP team.  Average:  4.0

  1 - 3         2 - 4           3 - 4            4 - 8          5 - 21
         
 7.  My child has his/her academic needs met within the school day. Average: 3.7

  1 - 3        2 - 3           3 - 10            4 - 11          5 - 13
         
8.  My child has his/her emotional needs met within the school day. Average:  3.475

  1 - 5         2 - 4           3 - 7            4 - 15          5 - 9
         
 9.  My child has had success in class because:

finally got RSP after fighting with schools since elementary
of the schools therapist
small classroom size
the teacher gives him opportunities to learn
she is eager to learn
he likes to please
he has been loved by his teachers
fabulous aide - really working to encourage self reliance
teacher gave responsibility
of the size of the classroom and the intensiveness
the ratio is right
he has improved his language and fine motor skills
of the dedicated teachers and aides
he’s willing to learn and he has teachers and aides willing to teach him
the teachers and I work together to be on the same page and I continue the work here at home 

after school
they work with child’s individual needs
of his ABA support
great teachers and staff, great ABA providers
of the wonderful staff at Schallenberger
1:1 aide training and experience and knowledge of child and disability
he receives a large amount of tutoring and services outside of class paid for by parents
he has potential
staff is knowledgeable
good aide, our involvement as parents, behavior assessment plan, caring staff
good teacher - calm, organized, etc.
of excellent 1:1 aide and classroom teacher
teacher aides and ABA
of the teacher
he has a wonderful teacher and a great OT & SLP team.  I am very excited about his classroom and 

his success
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  

I provide extra work and extra speech therapy (private) and extra social curricular activities at at 
home and outside home

Communication is better with his aide and counselor rather than the teacher
Rather than active part of IEP team how about equal member?
A child would have to be brain dead not to learn.  Is the child maintaining grade level skills?
I believe that 30 to 1 in general ed is not adequate for all children not just my special child
Academic content is totally appropriate.  The teacher try to help but it seems like resources are 

scarce.
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My child has not had a consistent 1:1 aide, he has had subs for the last 2 years.  There is no 
continuity for him when his aide is different every month.  This makes it difficult 
for everyone involved.

I  love the school he is at
He is more sociable and cooperative with people
Child need help with social cues badly
It’s a little difficult for my son in classrooms that have behavior problem students - it’s very 

distracting
IEP times are for school staff, not my schedule...school wasn’t accommodating of my work schedule 

for meetings
Speech      36 - 39 responses per question

1. My child is making progress in his/her speech program. Average:  3.41

  1 - 5         2 - 3           3 - 11            4 - 11          5 - 9
         

2. There is good communication between myself and my child’s Speech Therapist.  Average:  2.86

  1 - 8         2 - 6           3 - 13            4 - 12          5 - 7
          
3. My child's Speech IEP  is being followed. Average:  3.36

  1 - 3         2 - 5           3 - 13            4 - 6          5 - 9
          
4. My child has had success with Speech Services because:

My child enjoys school and learning now.  He no longer is afraid to learn something new.
Good speech therapist
Thanks to ABA and private speech therapy.  Obviously, we are not happy with speech 

services through the school
staff and teacher are professional
of early intervention and good luck
great staff - speech therapist at school
wonderful speech therapist, great communication with parents
teaches him the right behavior in a small group and goes over the comprehension problems
I read to him everyday after school and use flashcards to teach him sight words, nouns, 

verbs, etc..
of patient teachers and the willingness to teach him properly
he is speaking in complete sentences
the daily services
the daily practice
he trys hard
of his teacher
he has more words now
when he was given services

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:
no speech therapist at the school consistently
counselor was taken away
the teacher is very knowledgeable and educated in this field
I have never seen the speech therapist
speech services were not available for a few weeks
son’s communication has increased dramatically since enrollment in the Terrell autism 

program
lots of concern here - not enough teachers
I have seen no success in speech.  child is too distracted in his group setting and so does not 

respond to therapist. Group speech is not appropriate for him
very difficult to get an appointment with the SLP teacher
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Due to turnover of SLPs last 3 years goals and objectives difficult.  Also, child has severe SLP 
needs that are not currently being met by district SLP.  I have had to enlist 90 
minutes per week of private speech.

5 - 10 minutes per week are used with private speech therapist so she can tell me what she 
is doing and what I should do...I get homework...school district speech 
- my busy schedule and her busy schedule make communication impossible.  
However, my son likes going to speech and I know she is definitely competent 
and working hard.

My child has language formation issues.  The speech teacher is unable to address these 
issues.  I only keep my child in the speech program because if I let go of the service 
it would be very difficult to get it back if needed.

I feel that we need to look more closely at social skills/non-verbal challenges

Occupational Therapy     26 - 27 responses per question

1. I have seen progress as a result of my child's Occupational Therapy program. Average:  3.81

  1 -2         2 - 1           3 - 7            4 -7          5 - 10
         
 
2. There is a good communication system between myself and my child's

Occupational Therapist.  Average:  3.23

  1 -4         2 - 3           3  - 9           4 - 3          5 - 7
         
 3. My child's OT  IEP is being followed.  Average:  3.76

  1 -1         2 - 2          3 - 10            4 - 6          5 - 7
         
   4. My child has had success in Occupational Therapy because:

of the quality staff - no direct service consult only
we have pursued private OT
his OT is a great person who enjoys working with the children and she motivates them
his OT works well with him
great therapist, wish he could have more
he already had OT before and has good fine motor skills
I can talk with her and we communicate
no great success
experience, knowledge and collaboration by OT
wonderful OT
everyone is following what needs to be done
I have no idea
last OT had great communication
I work on it here at home
OT is wonderful
he has learned things ge couldn’t do before e.g.. use scissors
the therapist really make an effort to make OT interesting
of her constant efforts and inputs
iIdon’t know

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:
Throughout the last 7 years up to this year OT has been incredible
I’d like more gross motor deficits to be addressed as well as sensory issues
OT is great fun as my son puts it...OT is a wonderful OT
There should be additional questions asking about communication at the district level

Applied Behavioral Analysis (ABA)

1. My child's ABA provider is:  Tucci - 2 NorCal vocational - 1 ELKA - 1     CLC - 5 Unnamed - 1
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2. The therapists are on time.  Average:  4.5

  1         2           3 - 2            4 - 1          5 - 7
         

3.  The therapists keep their scheduled appointments.  Average:  4.6

  1          2           3 - 2            4          5 - 8
         

4. The ABA team meets at least once a month to discuss my child's progress.  Average:  3.5
        

  1 - 1         2 - 1           3 - 4            4            5 - 4
     5. The ABA team provided me with a "Behavior Plan" specific for my child's behaviors.  Average:  4.2

  1 - 1        2           3 - 2            4          5 - 7
         

6. The team leader is knowledgeable and competent.  Average:  4.1

  1         2 - 1           3 - 2            4 - 2          5 - 5
         

7. The team leader returns my calls and e-mails. Average:  4.3

  1         2           3 - 3            4 - 1          5 - 6
         

8. The Jr. Therapists understand how to perform and record each drill.  Average:  4.2

  1         2           3 - 3            4  - 1        5 - 5
         

9. I can tell what is being worked on by looking in the binder.  Average:  4.1
  

  1         2 - 1           3 - 3            4          5 - 6
         
  
10. I can tell how my child is doing by looking in the binder.  Average:  4.0

  1         2 - 1           3  - 3           4 - 1          5 - 5
         
11. I understand why the team is performing each drill to meet each IEP goal.  Average:  4.0

  1         2           3 - 5            4          5 - 5
          
12. When a new behavior occurs, the ABA therapist gives me a support plan.  Average:  3.7

  1         2  - 1          3  - 4           4 - 2         5 - 3
           
13. I believe that my ABA provider is giving me sufficient instruction/support to implement the ABA 
strategies at home.  Average:  3.7

  1         2  - 2          3 - 2            4 - 3          5 - 3
         

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  
I have the pleasure of working with ELKA for almost 5 years.  They have been extremely instrumental 

in the development of my child
Vendors seem to become overloaded when they work with the district and quality can go down.  Spec. 

Ed. needs to oversee therapists/vendors and act more like case managers throughout 
child’s school career.  I feel  like no one knows my child at  IEP
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ABA has been key and instrumental in overall progress and success.   It is the #1 most important tool 
and resource especially for the inclusion child

We privately use ELCA also.  There is a philosophical difference and my child needed both.  CLC is 
practical, real life, humane, less frustrating for my child.  ELKA is firm, structured, drill & kill, 
which has benefits.

They  need more training
Comments by respondents not receiving ABA services:  

ABA was recommended by outside consultant hired by SJUSD but services was denied by school 
personnel.  We know ABA was beneficial to him  and we had to pay for our own ABA services.  
We are extremely dissatisfied  with services offered by the school.

If ABA programs need improvement do we get training offered by qualified persons or do we get 
services pulled in-house where the programs will only deteriorate?  Although there 
can be improvements in the ABA program it is better than any services provided by 
district personnel.
Information and a Voice

1. I am aware SJUSD has a monthly Task Force Meeting that anyone can attend 
Yes -  15 No  -   21

2.  I am interested in receiving the notes of these meetings, results of this survey and other information 
that may affect my child.  

 Yes - 29 No - 5

3. Would you be interested in attending parent inservices or informational meetings on the 
subject of autism? 

Yes - 30 No - 3 Maybe - 2

4. Please tell us about any additional service that has been beneficial to you or your child.
Tutors never helped - they didn’t show up. Counseling provided support was taken away.
He attends Michelle Garcia Winner’s after school programs
special counseling from YWCA
social thinking classes at Michelle G. Winner
Sunday play group our own private ABA
for 3 years we “pushed in” a behavior consultant on the playground to work on social skills at our 

expense
being in regular PE
SARC
Push in program on the playground
private OT and ABA
SARC
private speech therapy
Michelle Garcia winner’s social thinking clinic
Dietary/nutritional support
parent training through therapist and OTs
social communication classes
RDI relationship development service

5. What additional services do you think would help your child be successful at school?
controlled social groups including interactions with “normal” students
social instruction, occupational tutors that are reliable, study habits - how to take notes, listen
non-academic services that can get my son involved on a social level
communication skills with peers
social interaction with peers - how to - real time practice during school day
A 1:1 who actually wants to work with him.  Also, a transition from elementary to middle school is 

difficult and should be addressed.  Children should be prepared for this move.  I 
see nothing in place.

ABA - we are in the process of an assessment for this service
Playgroup after school.  Get these kids more exposed to the mainstream kids.  Introduce computers 
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to the Terrell autism classroom.
computers in the classroom, after school playgroup, more mainstream for role modeling
that my son spend more time with students who are not in special ed.  also, that my son play sports 

that are appropriate for his age.
we are very happy with Terrell autism class
IEP program needs a lot of work.  Seems as though certain team members show up at their own 

convenience....not fair to teacher, me and my student.
he needs help with comprehension problems
1:1 aide, reading tutor
a social skills program would be helpful
1:1 reading practice
my son’s behavior problem was never addressed by his teacher
a group my son could join with teens
would like to see more social skills programs
consistent comments in my child's communication book so we could work on issues as they come 

up.
would like a tutor to help son improve himself
better understanding of autism by staff and teachers
individual speech services...when done in  groups not all are on the same level
need a small class for HFA/Asperger kids who are not ready for full inclusion.  Sensory issues need 

to be addressed to help them cope and learn.  iIwould like to see parent 
training on  handwriting, behavioral support, nutrition recommendations etc.  
special ed. admin needs to be in these classrooms and see what it looks like 
and where they can improve.  I get the impression  most have not visited spec. ed. 
classrooms.  Also we need SDC inclusion support at all campuses so kids don’t have to be bussed 

across town to attend school.  Autistic kids need a sense of community, a place to belong.  Their 
neighborhood schools do the best job providing that setting

More training for special ed and general ed teachers by individuals knowledgeable in children with 
autism, ABA , and inclusion would be helpful.

Prevocational life skills classes for inclusion students age 10-14 who have had prior ABA programs
Train teachers in basic tricks that are taught in ABA...written schedules, first this then, prior warning 

of changes ...there are basic phrases that autistic kids are taught in the first two 
months of ABA.  These are as important as knowing to call 911 for 
help.  Teachers should be aware and use these to prevent b e h a v i o r a l  
outbursts in class.  The ABA companies would be held accountable for  teaching these.  
Brina Siegal said compliance is needed in order for a child to make it in a classroom.

We need good speech therapist
Better teacher to student ratio

6.   Please write any additional comments below.

It has been an emotional and painful battle since elementary to fight for what our child deserves,  
all we get is negative responses.  There is no encouragement to the student with 
disabilities that he is worthwhile and can go to college and success.  all one feels 
is good riddance.  This semester has been fairly g o o d . A d v i s o r s  
recommended american sign - not even giving information such as:  the jr. college has 
a special ed program or the American sign teacher make no accommodations.  We were specifically 

told that Leland has a reputation to uphold. If they made accommodations in regular classes that 
would lower the standards of the school and what the colleges would expect from them.  At 
several IEP meeting the teachers said they didn’t know how  to make 
accommodations and he certainly won’t pass a class that is compressed into a 
couple of months.  I attended Williams, Bret Harte, and Leland.  I cannot say 
that I am proud  of what my children got at those schools.  It is quite sad.  

These children need to be taught social skills
Thanks a lot
My satisfaction could be improved - my daughter has made progress this year, but her IEP goals 

have been consistently too hard or too easy
I checked dissatisfied because I am not happy with the way district office is addressing  the move 
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from elementary to middle school.  I have had to tour schools one by one with out 
any help from special ed. department at SJUSD or my child’s program specialist.  
What I have seen at the MS I do not approve of and feel that SJUSD need to 
develop a program at the MS level to facilitate the ever-growing population 
of autistic children within SJUSD at the Middle and High school levels.  SJUSD drops the 
ball when children leave elementary school and  move up to middle and his school.  When will this be 

addressed?
I have two autistic children at Carson and each experience has been different.  I am so happy  that my 

1st grader is there and I see progress everyday.
Regarding overall satisfaction...in the beginning I would have to say not sure however the problems I 

have had are with the way the initial assessment was dealt with.  I was not 
happy with both the program specialist or the school  psych.  iIam angry to this 
day because my son lost so much time.  He spent all of kindergarten in 
regular ed with me as his 1:1 to help him transition while his assessment was put on 
the back burner with the program spec. and the psych.  So my opinion of the way the assessment was 

done is dissatisfied.  I am however extremely satisfied with the team that works with my son now.
I would  like written information translated into Vietnamese.
The district has been great in providing the special services.  Thank you
My  son has been able to go from grade to grade with no progress in math or reading.  Is it against 

the law to hold him back a grade?
A program for autistic kids not general development delay kids...more staff to student ration... a 

more considerate speech teacher and program
The biggest issue at school is he cannot control his body..if the teacher and the aide would implement 

the suggestions from the ABA and the OT I feel my child would be more 
successful in school and less frustrated.

SJUSD autism program is almost useless.  We can’t get any services outside of 1 hour of speech per 
week/  the IEP committee worry more about their funds than the progress and 
well being of the child.

Every year it has been a struggle to keep the 1:1 aide for my child.  It’s clear that when it comes time 
for the IEP a decision has already ben made to pull the aide with out anyone 
making classroom observation of my child or without discussing how he is 
doing with the classroom teacher

7.  Please rate your overall satisfaction with your child's special education program. 

 Dissatisfied - 6    Satisfied - 18    Not sure - 4    Excellent - 11
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