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San Jose Student Wins “Beethoven’s Hair” Essay Contest 
Jeffrey Huang of Bret Harte Middle School Pens Winner; 

Six Others Win Merit Prize 

SAN JOSE, CA -- -- October 23, 2006 Ð Jeffrey Huang, a seventh-grader at Bret Harte 
Middle School, won the grand prize in the previously announced ÒBeethovenÕs HairÓ 
essay contest, sponsored jointly by the San Jose Unified School District, the San Jose 
Jewish Film Festival and the Ira F. Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies.   

The essay contest was launched in connection with a gala community event scheduled 
for October 28th at the Martin Luther King Jr. library in downtown San Jose, where 
attendees will view of an actual lock of Ludwig van BeethovenÕs hair and view a private 
screening of a documentary that traces the 167-year journey of the hair from Europe to 
San Jose, where it now permanently resides. Mr. Huang, along with his parents, will be 
invited to attend the community event and receive a certificate to acknowledge his 
winning essay.  

Six other students will receive certificates and also be invited, each along with two 
parents, to attend a public showing of the documentary movie ÒBeethovenÕs HairÓ on 
Sunday, October 29th at the Camera 12 theaters in downtown San Jose.  

Those students are: Lochan Shah of Bret Harte Middle School and five students from 
Willow Glen Middle SchoolÓ: Nathan Allen, Hunter Thompson, Alexander Fox, Elizabeth 
Herrera, and Mercife Julia Everhart. All the students are seventh graders.  

 The lock of wild hair was snipped from  Beethoven's head on his deathbed in 1827 and 
survived two world wars and the Holocaust. The San Jose event is being held to 
celebrate  the 21st birthday of the Ira F. Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies 
(http://sjsu.edu/depts/beethoven) and the 15th anniversary of the San Jose Jewish Film 
Festival (http://www.sjjff.org).  More information about the event is available at the 
Festival website: http://www.sjjff.org/pages/Beethoven_event.html. 
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