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Pioneer High School Announced as a 
 2007 California Distinguished School  

 
April 18, 2007, San José, CA.- San José Unified School District is proud to announce that 

Pioneer High School will be recognized by the California State Department of 

Education as a 2007 California Distinguished School at the Distinguished School 

Awards Ceremony on May 18th in Anaheim, CA. In announcing the 171 Distinguished 

Schools, State Superintendent of Public Instruction Jack O’Connell said, "These middle 

and high schools have shown they are able to meet the challenge of providing their 

students with the kind of rigorous education that is essential to their future success in 

the classroom and the workplace. These middle and high schools are truly extraordinary 

places with devoted teachers, dedicated staff, and motivated principals."  

 

Pioneer is a nationally recognized Service Learning Model School whose current 

students have logged more than 34,000 hours of community service. Their Service 

Learning program provides a unique culture that supports the integration of students‚ 

academic, social, emotional and physical developmental needs. It also contributes 

significantly to the community’s needs and creates an ethical framework for lifelong 

learning and community service. Through their required Sophomore Project and the 

senior exhibitions, Pioneer’s service learning links academic requirements to the talents 

of individual students and provides unique opportunities for students to explore career 

pathways through a wide array of volunteer opportunities with more than 100 service 

organizations. 

 

The California Distinguished School Program was established in 1985, and is 

considered one of the most rigorous statewide award programs in the US. California 

Distinguished Schools represent the top 3% of schools in the state. This statewide 

Karen Fuqua 
San José Unified School District 
Karen_fuqua@sjusd.org 
408.535.6444 

Press Release 

April 18, 2007 

 

 



recognition for program excellence identifies comprehensive criteria common to 

exemplary and inspirational schools. Schools receiving the Distinguished School award 

demonstrate a commitment to furthering the intellectual, social, moral, and physical 

growth of all students, including those with disabilities and English language learners. 

These schools offer instructional programs that meet the highest academic standards, 

have supportive and learning-centered school environments, and achieve significantly 

above average results. To date, San José Unified schools have been recognized thirty-

two times as California Distinguished Schools.  This is Pioneer’s third recognition as a 

California Distinguished School. 
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