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Dr. Robert Perez, San José High Academy’s Principal,
Receives the Greater San José After-School All-Stars

“Beacon of Light Award”

San José, CA., On June 8, 2008, at the Greater San Jose After-School All-Stars
Annual Celebration and fundraiser, Dr. Robert Perez was the recipient of the
Beacon of Light Education Award presented by All-Stars Executive Director John
Poch.

For the past two years, Dr. Perez has been the principal of San Jose High
Academy. Previously, he was the principal of Burnett Academy Middle School
where he implemented the After-School All-Star program. After-School All-Stars
recognized Robert for making a measurable difference in the lives of the students,
staff and the community of the After-School All-Stars by helping to ensure that
young people receive a quality educational experience. Robert sets expectations
for all agencies that work with his students and will accept nothing but the best for
his students. He is willing to take the time to show support staff how to mentor
students and communicate with parents in order to involve them in the
participation of their children’s education. All-Stars credits Dr. Perez in influencing
the culture for their programs that produce positive academic student results in a

safe environment.
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After-School All-Stars is the main supporter for San Jose Unified’s afterschool
programming, providing academics, physical activity, enrichments, and service

learning for 13 schools.

During his years at San Jose High Academy, Dr. Robert Perez has continued to
grow the International Baccalaureate Program (IB). Newsweek Magazine, which
publishes an annual cover story of "America's Best High Schools”, evaluated
27,000 high schools. It ranked San Jose High Academy #596 of the top 1300 best
schools, largely on the strength of its I.B. program. Students in the program take
demanding and integrated classes, present personal projects, and undergo
rigorous tests designed by the International Baccalaureate Organization.
Through direction of the District Office and Dr. Perez, San Jose High Academy’s
staff has brought progressive changes and many partnerships to the school.

An example is "Project Lead The Way," a rigorous program that prepares students
for college engineering programs and engineering-related careers. Students in the

program are immersed in realistic problem-solving and hands-on projects.

Other “"Beacon of Light” award winners for 2008:

2008 Engagement Award - Andrea Norman & Jen Pitzen,
The National Tennis Championships (NTC)

2008 Inspiration Award - Jason Rodriguez, Hewlett-Packard -
Member of After-School All-Stars Board since 2002.
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