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San José Unified School District

Inspiring and Preparing for Success!

Local Principal Wins National Lumina Foundation / College Summit Award

March 20, 2006; San Jose, CA; Ms. Betsy Doss, Principal of San Jose High Academy in the San Jose
Unified School District, was recently honored at a national gathering of school and district administrators as
a recipient of the Lumina Commitment Award for Outstanding College Summit Principals. The award
recognized visionary school leaders committed to increasing the college enroliment rates—and ultimate
success—of their students. Six principals across the country were selected for the inaugural distinction.

“We are pleased to honor Principal Betsy Doss with this award,” said Paul Collins, Program Director of
College Summit - California. “She has demonstrated an exceptional commitment to creating a real college-
going culture at San Jose High Academy, and is a worthy recipient indeed.”

The Outstanding Principal awards were formally presented on February 27" in New York City’s Times
Square area, at a special banquet as part of the second annual College Summit Administrators’
Conference—a national gathering of school, district, and community leaders. Winners received an all-
expense-paid trip to the conference and a plaque commemorating their dedication to greater college
access.

The Outstanding Principal awards were presented to one school leader in each of College Summit’s six
regions, during the 2005-06 school year. Students, teachers, counselors, and the College Summit staff
nominated principals.

"Betsy Doss has made a college going culture at San Jose High Academy a vital priority,” said Mary
Grunthaner, a teacher at San Jose High Academy. “As a humanities teacher and College Summit
Coordinator, | have had the privilege of seeing Betsy's vision unfold. In our inaugural year College Summit
has provided a curricular framework and Ms. Doss has empowered the staff of San Jose High Academy to
implement the program to meet our students' needs. Most importantly, Ms. Doss believes in every student.”

“Ms. Doss is always asking us, ‘What's your grade point average and where [are] you going to college?’
She is like the mother of our school. Whenever she sees someone out of class without a pass she has to
stop and talk to them about being on time. Then she makes them clean up some trash and hurry to class.
Ms. Doss really cares about us and wants us to do well,” said Shirley Jimenez, a senior.

The other recipients of the national award were: Clifton Gooden, Best Practice High School (lllinois); Elaine
Curcurio, Skyview Senior High School (Colorado); William Walton, South Charleston High School (West
Virginia); Travis Brown, Beaumont High School (Missouri); and Brian Beck, Friendship Edison Collegiate
Academy (Washington, D.C.).

The awards were made possible by the Lumina Foundation for Education (www.luminafoundation.org),
through a generous contribution to College Summit’s educator-recognition efforts. Lumina Foundation, an
Indianapolis-based, private, independent foundation, strives to help people achieve their potential by
expanding access and success in education beyond high school.

College Summit (www.collegesummit.org) is an award-winning national non-profit organization providing
tools, structure, and support to schools, districts, and colleges to increase the college enroliment rate of
low-income students. Widely recognized in the fields of college access and social entrepreneurship,
College Summit was named this year by Fast Company Magazine, for the third consecutive year, as one of
the top 25 “groups changing the world.”
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